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Do your fire hydrants comply?

The Importance of managing lead
content compliance and contaminant
leaching In municipal water distribution
systems Is of paramount importance.
NSF/ANSI 61 certitication now requires
fire hydrants to conform to contaminant
leachate tests for lead and other
contaminants. In addition to this, NSF/
ANSI 372 turther requires products
belng utilized In water distribution
systems meet a welghted average lead
content of no more than 0.25%.

Using hydrants that are certified to
NSF/ANSI 61 and NSF/ANSI 372
ensures tney will not contribute to
axcessiwa lavels of lead or other
contaminants In distribution systems.
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All CLOW Canada Are hydrants are
made In Canada and are certifled by
NSF International to NSF/ANSI 81 and
are compliant with NSF/ANSI 372.

NSF 61, NSF 372 and
Lead Content

What are the requirements for
NSF/ANSI Standard 61 and lead?

NSF/ANSI Standard 81: Dvinking Water
System Components - Health Effects
was published In 1988 to establish
minimum requirements for the control
of potential adversa human health
affects from products that contact
drinking water. NSF/ANSI 61 contains

requirements that rastrict both 1) the
level of lead that can be contalned In
water contact materials of drinking
water products, and 2) the level of lead
that can extract out of the product and
Into arinking water.

Lead Content Requirements

Restriction on the Use of Lead-
Containing Materials

Section 3.5 of NSF/ANSI 61 precludes
the use of lead as an Intentional
additive In wetted materials and
components of products, with the
axcaption of brass and bronze meeting
the definition of *lead frea™ within the
spacific provision of the U.S. Safe

Drinking Water Act (SDWA). Through
2013, this was applied under NSF/
ANSI| 61 as brass or bronze contalnlng
no more than 8 percant lead. Products
are also required to comply with dl
chemical extraction requirements of
NSF/ANSI 61, Including lead.

In 2011, U.S. federal lagisiation
passed that revised the definition of
*lead free” within the SDWA. In brief,
the definition now requires that the
wettad surfaces of pipes, pipe fittings,
plumbing fittings and fixtures meet a
welghted average lead content of no
more than 0.25 percent. The changes
In the SDWA were due to take effact
January 4, 2014. As Section 3.5 of
NSF/ANSI 61 raquires that products
comply with the leadree requirements
of the SDWA, all NSF/ANSI 61
products Talling Into the scope of the
legisiation are also required to comply
with the new 0.25 percent maximum
lead content requirement. The data of
this required compliance under NSF/
ANSI 61 was the same as the effactive
date In the SDWA, January 4, 2014,

NSF 372 and NSF 61 Annex G

NSF/ANSI 61 was revised in December
2008 to establish requirements for
usa when a 0.25 percent lead contant
requirement neads to be met In
addition to current chemical extraction
requirements of the standard. The
requirements were placed In Annex

G - ‘Welghted Average Lead Content
Evaluation Procedure to a 0.25 percent
Lead Requirement’. A request was
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made to add these requirements to
the standard to allow manufacturers
the option of being certined to a

lead content standard, such as the
Califomia Hedth and Sarety Code
(Sectlon 116875), commonly known
a8 AB1953. That law, which went Into
effect January 1, 2010, applies to
any pipe, pipe or plumbing Titting, or
Tixture Intended to convey or dispanse
water for human consumption through
drinking or cooking. Similar laws

have since been enactad In Vermont,
Maryland and Loulslana, and took
efrect nationally through the revisad
U.S. SDWA In 2014,

In 2010, the lead content evaluation
procadures of Annex G were mowed to
NSF/ANSI 372: Drinking Water System
Components - Lead Content, and Annex
G were updated to simply referance

It. Movement of the proceduras from
Annex G to NSF/ANSI 372 dlowed Tor
their application on products beyond
the soope of NSF/ANSI 61 like drinking
water treatment units and food service
aquipment. It also allowed for citing
compliance separate Trom NSF/ANSI 61
for those Jurisdictions wishing to do so.

At the same time Annex G procedures
weare moved to NSF/ANSI 372, the
annex was balloted to be retired
three years Iater. The end of that
threeyear period was October 2013,
Although Annex G was retired from
NSF/ANSI 61, NSF continues to
support the *-G~ certification marks
as long as they are of value. This

Is anticipated to be for a number

of years as they provide a simple
mechanism of denoting compliance
with both the chemical extraction
requirements of NSF/ANS| 61 and
the new “lead-rea” requirements of
U.S. state and Tederal laws.

currently, all products oartified by
NSF as compilant with Annex G are
also compliant with NSF/ANSI 372,
No additional testlng IS required
beyond the normal routine monitoring
of certifed products. The listings of
products currently certified by NSF to
Annex G will continue to bear the [G]
cartification footnote:

[Current footnote]

[G] Product complies with NSF/ANSI 61
Annex G, NSF/ANSI 372 and conforms
with lead content requirements for
“lead{ree” plumbing as defined by
Callfomnia, Vermont, Maryland, and
Loulsiana state laws and the U.S. Safe
Drinking Water Act which took effect in
January 2014.

[Future footnote]

[G] Product complies with NSF/ANSI
372 and conforms with lead contant
requirements for “LeadJrea™ plumbing
as defined by Cdlfornia, Vermont,
Maryland, and Loulslana state laws
and the U.S. Sarfe Drinking Water Act In
affect as of January 4, 2014,

For further Information contact CLOW
Canada at 1-800-561-9931, or vsit:
www.clowcanada.com
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